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WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Phantom Cow Checks

• 7in1 vaccinations

• Calf BVD vaccinations

• Young stock drenches

• Young stock trace element 
supplementation

• Don't forget to RSVP to 
Christmas at the Races

 GREG JARRATT

WELCOME BRENDA
Brenda joined MVS last month as our Stock and Procurement Manager.

After graduating from Massey 
University Veterinary School 
in 1987, Brenda worked for two 
years in a small animal clinic in 
Napier.  She then moved to her 
home town of Tokoroa to work as 
a mixed small and large animal 
Veterinarian, while also managing 
the merchandising for the clinic.

Taking a small amount of time off 
to be a mum, Brenda returned to 
Tokoroa Vets, working part time as 
their Stock Control Manager and 
two years ago she completed her 
re-registration as a Small Animal 
Veterinarian.  

Brenda is already a valued member 
of our team, bringing a wealth 
of knowledge and experience 
with her to ensure our stock  

management systems and client 
expectations are exceeded. 

Outside of work Brenda's interests 
include skiing, squash, wine tasting 
and working on her lifestyle block.

Brenda Keir BVSc
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GET SORTED 
FOR SUMMER
Purchase any 2 Prolaject B12 
or Prolaject B12+ Selenium 
and go into the draw to win 
a Weber Baby Q* just in time 
for BBQ season!

* For a limited time only. Ts & Cs apply.  
See in-store for details.
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

   October 2019 80kg DM/day 120mm 15°C 2376kg DM 147,000

   October 2018 83kg DM/day 113mm 17°C 2558kg DM 142,000

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

Now's the ideal time to 
supplement calves for 

trace elements

 GRANT FRASER

CALF HEALTH CHECK LIST
This time of year it's not uncommon for calves to become the 'forgotten group', with many being sent off 
to grazing or moved down the back after weaning. 

Before sending your calves off 
for grazing this December be 
sure to check the following: 

• 7 in 1 vaccinations
• BVD vaccinations
• B12 and Selenium injection
• Copper bolus
• Coccidiosis drench
• Worm drench

Every year we have farmers 
that are disappointed in how 
their calves have coped with the 
transition period. Poor growth 
rates ultimately impact on the 
their reproductive performance 
as heifers and then their 
production once in the herd.

Firstly, consider their trace 
element supplementation. 

Growing animals require trace 
elements, specifically Copper 
as well as Vitamin B12 and 
Selenium. November and early 
December is the optimum time 
to give a copper bolus to ensure 
calves are supplemented well 
before the Facial Eczema and 
Zinc season.

In the past decade we have 
noticed an increase in the 
awareness of Coccidia as a cause 
of ill-thrift in calves. As a result, 
many farmers have replaced 
their weaning worm drench with 
a Coccidiosis drench (Baycox® C) 
leading to a decrease in scouring 
and the development of Yersinia.

We have seen an increase in 

worm resistance to many single-
active drenches. It is now well 
accepted that calves less than 
12 months of age require a dual, 
or even triple-active drench to 
ensure optimal growth rates. 

Finally, calves should be 
completing their vaccinations 
prior to going to grazing to 
minimize the chance of Lepto or 
BVD issues. 

We are still seeing BVD cases 
despite increased surveillance 
throughout our farms. Lepto 
cases in humans have increased, 
although it does appear to be 
that early vaccination plans are 
working and that rodents are 
likely the source.


